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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎǳǊŀǘƻǊ aƛƪƪŜƭ aȅǊǳǇΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ the 2008 Isua-survey (Myrup 2008). 

The main objectives of the 2009-fieldseason was on the one hand to survey along two transects affected by the construction of an access road and by 

the construction of a pipeline. On the other hand the ambition was to make a relatively detailed recording of the Qallunaatsiaat Nunaat Site (65V2-II-

002). Both main-goals were accomplished, but not without difficulties (see άIntroductionέ). 

 

The result of the 2009-fieldwork include the discovery of 23 new sites, of which two ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƻŦ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜΣ ƛΦŜΦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ƘǳƴǘŜǊΩǎ 

beds at ISUA 17 (650лоΦломΩκпф0ртΦллнΩ), and the so-called Ulloriaq Site (ISUA 19, 65000.647/50001.669) including the well-preserved grave at ISUA 20 

(650ллΦсптΩκрл0лмΦссфΩ). 

 

The so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άbear-ǘǊŀǇέ at the Norse site (FM 64V2-0IV-517), near the Greenland Mining Service Basecamp is also of importance as it is one of only 

five or six similar features found in the Nuuk area. Discussions among archaeologists suggest that these structures may be European in origin, possibly 

even Norse. Outside the inner parts of the Nuuk area they are found in the Norse settlement area in south-west Greenland, on Iceland, and in 

northern Norway.      

 

The detailed mapping of the Qallunaatsiaat Nunaat site suggests that the site may include more than 30 historic and prehistoric structures and that 

the site may be distributed across an area of more than 40,000m2 (the major part of structures are however found within an area of about 11,000m2). 

The preliminary recording of the Ulloriaq site suggests that it may cover an area of 1,500m2, which at a minimum include 7 dwelling structures, a 

άƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜέΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇƻƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŜƭƭ-preserved organic material. 

 

As a whole the Qallunaatsiaat Nunaat and Ulloriaq sites are some of the most important sites in this part of the Inland of the Nuuk area. At both sites 

the preservation of the built structures are remarkable, in addition a surface-examination of the two sites suggests that at least the Ulloriaq site may 



have areas with excellent preservation for organic material. The elaborate dwelling structures at the two sites are built entirely of stone slabs, some 

of which are up to one metre across. Sites with a similar architecture are only known from three other sites in the vicinity, and are unique not only to 

the region, but also to Greenland as a whole.  

 

If it is decided to proceed with the construction of the access road and the pipeline along the lines sketched-out by the project holder it will be 

necessary to conduct extensive archaeological investigations (including excavations) at the four mentioned sites (i.e. The Qallunaatsiaat Nunaat Site, 

the Ulloriaq Site, at ISUA 20, and at ISUA 17) . It is therefore recommended that the project holder seek to situate the access road at some distance 

from these sites. Given the difficulties outlined below it will furthermore be necessary to include archaeological monitoring of some of the 

construction works while in progress. 

 

If the outlined situation of the access road and pipeline is changed renewed archaeological investigations will have to be performed by the National 

Museum of Greenland. 

 



INTRODUCTION 

The 2009-fieldteam was headed by Vice-director Pauline Knudsen of the National Museum of Greenland (henceforth NMG), and included museum 

technician Frederik Larsen (NMG), archaeologist PhD. Martin Appelt, the artist Nuka K. Godtfredsen (both from the National Museum of Denmark), 

and MA-student Christian Koch Madsen (University of Copenhagen). The last-mentioned was responsible for the precision GPS-recordings of the 

structures at the Qallunaatsiaat Nunaat Site (FM-65V2-0II-002).  

 

The survey was conducted during the period from June 10th to June 26th 2009. The survey was conducted on foot along two main transects outlined 

on maps received from London Mining. The survey cover about 140 kilometres as the crow flies, which probably corresponds to around 280 ς 300 

kilometres on foot. This was only possible due to the impeccable and forthcoming assistance of Johannes Kyed, Hans Jensen (both Greenland Mining 

Service) and the helicopters (and especially their pilots) provided by Greenland Mining Service.   

 

The survey were faced with various challenges that are important to mention, as they may have serious ramifications for the over-all assessments of 

the impact of the construction work on the prehistoric and historic heritage in the area; 

¶ During the days leading up to the fieldwork the National Museum of Greenland received new directions from London Mining as to the where 

the access road and pipeline would be constructed. The quality of the lines sketched out on the maps received did not permit us to survey 

transects with a higher precision of more than + 50 - 100 metres. In order to counter this condition we in some areas walked in lines 

approximately with 20 metres in between the surveyors. However, along most stretches walked it was not possible to keep-up this survey 

principle, as the steepness of the terrain was such that it could only be walked along one or two narrow lines. Consequently, some parts of 

the transects walked cannot be considered sufficiently covered by the survey.  

¶ In addition we suspect that the sketched lines for the access road cannot be taken at face value, as this would mean that the road in several 

places will have to cross a very large number of steep slopes within a short distance.     

¶ The survey was conducted during the second half of June in order to ensure the optimal conditions for the fieldwork, i.e. stable weather-

conditions. However, the summer-weather this year arrived very late in the Nuuk area. As a consequence parts of the areas surveyed were 



still covered by considerable amounts of snow, especially on the lee sides. In order to counter this situation we changed the schedule for 

which we surveyed the various parts of the two transects, i.e. surveying the areas with most snow cover latest. Even so, we were forced to 

stray off up to a couple of hundred metres from the intended line of survey, in order to get around the deepest areas of snow. 



THE SITES 
ISUA 1/Qallunaatsiaat Nunaat Site (FM 64V2-0IV-517) 

The centre of the site is situated on the western end of a narrow ridge separating two very large lakes (Tarsartuup Tasersua όŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άтмлέ-

lake) and the No Name Lake), and some 60 ς 80 metres above these (the water level of he lake is at above 710 above seal level). All but one of the 

archaeological features is found either on the top of the ridge, or down the northern slope. The ridge is generally barren and strewn with large 

stoneboulders, however small patches of low vegetation are seen especially in front of the archaeological dwelling features. Some 30 archaeological 

features were recorded at the site, i.e. four tenthouses, seven ruins of stonehuts, мм ƘǳƴǘŜǊΩǎ ōŜŘǎΣ ƻƴŜ ǘŜƴǘǊƛƴƎΣ ŦƻǳǊ ŎŀŎƘŜǎΣ ƻƴŜ ŦƻȄ ǘǊŀǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ 

circular features. 

 

Feature A: ! ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜŘ Ǌǳƛƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǘŜƴǘƘƻǳǎŜ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ άƴŀǘǳǊŀƭέ 

boulder, and with walls of rounded to elongated boulders. The outline of he 

structure is rounded rectangular and approximately 3 x 1.5 metres. A pile of stones 

leaning against the large boulder is likely to be a secondary cache. The structure is 

partly overgrown by heather and patches of moss.  

Feature B: A pear-shaped stonehut preserved in a height of about 60 centimetres. 

The trapeziod main room is 2 x 3.5 metres, and the entranceway about 1.5 x 0.5 

metres. The walls and roof are set in stoneslabs of lengths of up to 100 centimetres. 

The roof-vault has caved-in, thus creating an impression of very wide walls. A small 

secondary hearth is seen in near the back wall. PKphotos:  685 ς 686 & 687 ς 689 + 

a sketch in PKdiary. 

 

 

 

ISUA 1, feature A. 



Feature C: The circular room is about 3 ς 3.5 metres across. Walls and roof are set in 50 ς 80 

centimetres long stoneslabs. The walls are preserved in a height up to 60 centimetres.  

Feature D: The round main room of the pear-shaped stonehut is about 3 ς 3.5 metres 

across, while the entranceway is about 50 centimetres long. Walls and roof are constructed 

of stoneslabs of about 50 x 50 centimetres. A number of the wall stoneslabs are still 

standing on edge. A small cache or anteroom is constructed against the western wall of the 

ruin. PKphotos:  681 & 683 + a sketch in PKdiary.  

Feature F:  A 6 x 2.5 metres low sub-rectangular depression seem to be the ruin of a 

ƘǳƴǘŜǊΩǎ ōŜŘκǘŜƴǘƘƻǳǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛǇƘŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ōȅ ŀ 

number of rounded boulders. Photos 716 ς 717.  

 

 

Feature G: A cairn is situated on top of a large rock. The cairn was originally made up 

of four large boulders, of which one now has fallen down. PKphoto:  689 + a sketch in 

PKdiary.  

Feature H: ¢ƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ǿŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀǇŜȊƻƛŘ ǎǘƻƴŜƘǳǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ άƴŀǘǳǊŀƭέ ōƻǳƭŘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ 

exterior length of the dwelling is about 2.5 metres, ad the width of the back wall 

about 1.5 metres. The walls are about 60 centimetres high (and about 80 

centimetres thick), with a lintel at the entrance still in its original position. Four 

stoneslabs on edge by the western side of the entrance make up a low windscreen. 

Both walls and roof are constructed from stoneslabes. Most of the roof slabs has 

ǎƭƛŘŜŘ ƻǳǘǿŀǊŘǎΦ ! ƳŜŀǘ ŎŀŎƘŜ ƛǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƴŀǘǳǊŀƭέ 

boulder. PKphotos:  692-693 & 739 + a plan drawing in 1:20 and + a sketch in 

PKdiary.  

ISUA 1, feature C.  

ISUA 1, feature H.  


